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SECRET BONN 06669 


EXDIS 


E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: MPOL. MILI, GW, OVIP (BROWN, HAROLD) 

SUBJECT: SECRETARY BROWN'S MEETING WITH THE CHANCELLOR 

REF: STATE 93303 

1 . ON THE MORNING OF APRIL 12, WE PUT THE SUGGESTION 
IN REFTEL TO DR. KLIESOW OF THE FEDERAL CHANCELLERY. 
AFTER SPEAKING PERSONALLY WITH CHANCELLOR SCHMIDT, DR. 
KLIESOW INFORMED US THAT THE CHANCELLOR HAD REITERATED 
HIS WISH THAT THE NUMBER OF PARTICIPANTS IN THE DIS- 
CUSSION BE SEVERELY LIMITED. IN FACT, THE CHANCELLOR 
HAD EXPRESSED THE VIEW THAT IT MIGHT BE ADVISABLE FOR 

AT LEAST PART OF THE DISCUSSION TO TAKE PLACE BETWEEN 
HIM AND SECRETARY BROWN WITH NO ONE ELSE PRESENT. 

2. IN VIEW OF THE ABOVE, DR. KLIESOW REQUESTED THAT, 

FROM THE US SIDE, ONLY SECRETARY BROWN AND THE AMBASSA- 
DOR COME TO THE MEETING WITH THE CHANCELLOR. KLIESOW 
SAID HE ASSUMED THAT MINISTER APEL AND AMBASSADOR 
STOESSEL WOULD BE PRESENT FOR PART OF THE MEETING. 
HOWEVER, THE CHANCELLOR WOULD PROBABLY WISH, AT SOME 
POINT, TO SPEAK WITH SECRETARY BROWN ALONE. KLIESOW 
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SAID THIS WOULD HAVE TO BE PLAYED BY EAR ON THE SPOT. 

3. WHILE WE RECOGNIZE AND REGRET THE INCONVENIENCE 
THAT THE CHANCELLOR'S POSITION MAY REPRESENT FOR THE 
SECRETARY AND MR. MCGIFFERT, WE BELIEVE ON BALANCE 
THAT THE CHANCELLOR'S WISH TO WANT HIS MEETING WITH 
THE SECRETARY AS PRIVATE AS POSSIBLE IS TO OUR OVERALL 
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ADVANTAGE. IT REFLECTS THE CHANCELLOR'S DESIRE TO HAVE 
A SEARCHING EXCHANGE ON STRATEGIC QUESTIONS OF CENTRAL 
IMPORTANCE TO OURSELVES AND THE FRG. WE BELIEVE IT 
REPRESENTS, FROM THE SECRETARY'S STANDPOINT, A SUPERB 
OPPORTUNITY TO INFLUENCE THE CHANCELLOR'S ATTITUDE BY 
GIVING HIM A SENIOR EXPOSITION OF OUR CURRENT STRATEGIC 
THINKING. 

STOESSEL 
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